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ALL MiiL SHZULD_GO TO MCCAIN AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS RA" THAN T
YILLS OR THE RETURN ADDRESS ON THE ENVELOPE IN WHICH YUt REG%WE

TH1S, ALL “ETTERS <ECE!VED BY THE EDITOK WiLL BE CONSIDERED FOR
PUBLISHING, 1l WHOLE OR IN PART, UNLE:SS YOUSTHREATEN A LAWSULT,

-

— -

This may well be the last issue of REVIEW. Wells is getting a mimeo whish
makes our present method of handling obsolote. At present it is undecided
whether Wells will continue to publish it in mimeod form, whether the maga-
zine will be transferred to soms-ne else for printing, or whether it will
be gropped completely, I'm toying with the latter idea slncg I mst dpend
a good deal of time this summer producing the fourth and final issue of
WASTEBASKET, However; everything is very very iffy at thie stage so I
cannot say for surs or even give a féugh appraximation of what lz likely
to happenl] Hawever, should REVIEW die without seeing any more issues I
shell attempt to breadcast the rews through other more widely cireulated
zines so you'll kmow to taks .= .1l your exchenge lists, In the msantime
operate on the sssgmptial that tte magzazine is @till living, :lesse, es the
@dds are better that way. .I don't raally expect to kill the magazins of'f
juct yat L1t it 18 a dsfinite pessibilify. s
You kmow, I seem to be 8ll uritten out, "As I type this I approaching

the end of s pariod of 30 hours during which I have cut thée steancils and
typed ths nasters for the compiete issuse: of both my fenzines,® 1l pagas

of BIRDSMITH, my FAPAmag and 8 pages of this jssue of REVIEW. Despite the
fact that this page is page #1, it 1s the last ore to be typed (always)
and to tell tha truth I’m becoming a bi{ tired, During that pericd I alse
got oieht hours sleep and theoretically put in a fall days work, Of thosg
22 p~2s8 19 involved composing on the stancil or the master.....completoly,
Cnly the three pages of REVIEWING REVIEW, which starts om the other zids of
this p~ge, invglved any copying. And when you cgn copy samsone elza’e words
it is gonsiderably dess work, I'm much too tired {9 stop now and sompute
the average mumber of words I've written and/or compomed specialiy fo: thass
issuss in the last two daysz., I just lmow it's a lot and afier 19 pegcs the
well is running dry, Do you wondar that I can no lomgsr think, of snyihing
frest. or interesting to f£ill this white spats? I should have typsod this
editorisl on the pica typewritsr, As it is you ars sarvad up dreazy littlo
asuolirs such ag this paragraph, .

This issue should please Charles Welle and others who hzve been complairing

about the REVIEW @overe, I personally have thought they were rather zitractive
but they have drawn an uousual amount of complaint, I think the bigzest reszsca
is that weny fans think a cover should be illustrated, even tho the avorage faun

i1]1lo should have stocd in bed, Blark spece is far more attractive then mest
fenzina covers, Howaver as 1 explained repectedly, I Just type ths masters

+117 I%n thru, putding no pags numbars on tham, Then I arrangs in ordar and
sac if I havs an even number, If so ths magthead on the editorial pzgo sorvaz
as tha title strip and the editorial is pags 1, If shore is an unsven number,
the oditorial becomes page two and I tps wp 2 special master for a title page
thee rzklog everythling eoms out evemn, This lasue has an even number so for
Do cocond time {%ho first uas issue #2) thers is no tltle page. Happy, Chas,?
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WALT WILLES == 170 UPPER NEWTOWNARDS RD,, BELFASTX N, IRELAND

Oot the latest REVIEW the other dasy and passad it on te Chuck Harrie for
the London Circle, asking him to save me a fragment of Bill M~rse as a
souveni~, I.haven't for a long time reed anything in a fme thet tickled
DA MOTE, N

I'm gl:? my failure in the / mailirg affeird didn't may vou exccme
runicate me fir:a vour mailing 1ist..esesl know voulre immune te¢ ordinary
fargyre evcus., 1ike gafis, but get a load of L 48 one, I1%d just finished
stapling / and - last Februa-y and reading the tiings whenm a2 wave of nausec
end weaknass swept over me, Ghad, I thought, they can't be as bad as all
that, and I started to sgnd & few out, starting wit'. Zimmerusn -this timo
instead of Ackerman by way of redressing the balance in favour of the
unfortunates at the end of ths alphabet., 1I%d got to somewhere among the
W's when I had tQ go %o bed, The doctor cams up, gave me some sulfa pilig,
end went to bad himsglf with the same typs of fIn, The second doctor caomz
up; and tnen retlred to a dugout, sending a nurse twice dzily into the sree
with penicillin injections, Weakly I trled msailing out a few wore from my
death bed, They pemonstrated with me, but T told them I was thinking of my
pals, A clesar case of cercbral palsy. Actrslly though it was pmoumonie
snd t¢ cut a dull atory shori 7 «as off fanac for abgut eight wecks,
Mcamshile it seems cometiing ealling itself 7th Fendom hes arisen and Iim
now relegeted Yo the stetus of a legapd. I thought of taking up this post
pernager tly==tue work isn’t herd and ghe hours are good-—<but Il've got 8o
masy thi igs I wand to do yet that I think I%11 postpofe 3t for a deezds or
w0, All I'm wondgring is waether I ghould reprement my second fannish
exletence as &gk o€rs. recrudescence ¢f 6th xndom or as a harbinger of
8%h Fandom, Anyhow look out for my reep: zarance on the fannish zcans-
You can recognize me by the reime=rmation in my buttonhols,

JOEL NYDAHL == 119 S, FRONI GTHEET, MARGUETTE, MICHIGAN

. ]
Somet™ ‘ng will definitsly thave to be done sbout the growih of fandom, Eut
what? There isn’t much that cen be done, exeept to leave the nuweomeramsout,
and thet wouldnft be nice, amd I wouldnlt bz in feror of it. Whea = now fan
writ s me, I just about adways answer his/her letter, just to be cousrteous.
But it scldom goes beyond that, unless I “ind that fan particularly intar=
eeting, and this very seldom happens,

Tha ["sge where ®frings™ fans cause the mist gi'ief is at tho conven~ «
tlong, especially the world orze, There, I am told, you epend half youe
time looking for your real friends., The sclution to this is of couxrsa, mest
at a special place, and lock the deors. Scme ald thet et the Philecon, I'11
probably do ths same.

But how do you think the poor fellow feels who is left oat? I knew I
wouldn't care to be locked cut of a room where all uy "fridgmds™ were, Hell,
maybe there is no solution.: ,

One way to cut the attendance at the Cora would be to stop advertising
them so damn much. Especially in the promags. Soms fan gees the ad in msyde
the first promag he's ever read. The idea intrigues h'm, and r-fore you !m

it we have 2000 present, 3



Co RoHARRISE «~ "CAROLIN™ DAKE AVE RAINHAM ESGEX ENGLAND

After reading :1l.. Morse's account of "The Pub of the Universe® in "Review V,"

I began to wonder if we'd both been attending the same bar., Bill's account of
the Londca Circle in action is biased, erroneous,  and mainly meadow feortiliser,
Ordinarily, this wouldnft worry me in the least, but when one of my friends goes
t4 all the trouble of giving a little pen sketch ot me, I do liks to see that
they do the job rycperly,

According to Bill, I sit behind a pile of fansines, bragring to a
couple of*youngsters about “as I said to Bloch" or "In Lee Hoffman's last let-
ter," This is pe¢s. .~ cock, piffle, balderdash and complete bloody bilge. I
Ls#:n't had more.U..an Lalf a dozen letters from e.ther Bloch or Hoffman in the
four years tnat I%e been actifenning. As far as ' imow I have never mentioned
either name in the bar except to Bill Morse or Vinc Clarke, I know only on: - .
fan in the London Circle under the age of 21, Thers are probably others, but
I have never spoken to them, If I ever had the misfortune to sit behind a pile
of fanzines it's extremely prooable that I'd throw up all over them.

After this, Morse’s Searing Confession goes on to inform the fannish
faction that ",,, You can®t interrupt Bhueck,.... he's always grateful for loamns
of fanzines and always full of the latest dirt ox any membesx ‘of any group whate
ever," Arybody who has heard or seen Sergeant Morse =- the BRE SaM <= in action,
will know that Bill never interrupts. He just adds a couple of decibels ard
overrides the oppositIon, The Bull of Bastan or Stentor himself would meet
their match in Morse, Next poi=’.: i am never grateful for the loan of fanzines
Why should I be? T have suts to ali the Britlsh crud, HYPHEN exc:anges with ot
of the US stuff, and anything that I miss Walt loans me without even waiting to .
be asked. Hell, % .even have a letter here from Bill asking it I can lend him .
the OOPSLA annish, 1’11 just bet that he'll be goddam grateful too, e

T.e last titbit annoyed me more than anything else, I.value.my
friends throaghout fandom, and I *strongly reseni the little hif that I have -
dirt cn everybody, and t.e implication that it carries that I'd be Yperfectly
willing to'epread it."'I hate and despise muck spreaders and- [ never. indulges
1 the naﬁil myself, I challenge Bill to back up him statenent with a ‘singlew
specific instence in-which I "was fuli of dirt," Mind yov, I 'could'do so if wi
I wapted +n, “If I¢ever publish my memoirs half of fandop will take teo'the'hills

w=w gngd & porsonally guarantee that Morse will be in“the firstiosixn, v

The rost of Lis lett:r is just the game sort of crap,”but’ I hive neither
the time >%the "inclination to do a complete job of diesestion. Cong ofshis
8state ents® are ‘so wide of the mark that trey just @prpear. as damm LOOIlBhH.Sba
For instence,®the-idea of ‘Walt+Willis tryifi. 80 change British fans so that
wWey 1l resemble the Ameriean product, If Walt ever got any ideas about crusadae «

ing or confe“t‘“ﬁ. Bob and James would brain him #ith a mimeo crapk and Madelaine
mld holp them dispose of the body. Again, $he sbsolutely lndicrousz idea that
Eco Hem %0 1liak Carnell®s boots, Here the very reversa applies. Carnmdll wculd
a his typing *finge® to psrsuadl ‘Ego Clarke to write for*NEW WORLDS, - Ego just

<

isuft interest>d, == who would be, if he can get 10 or even 20 times as wmuch dough,

if he sends it to his US Agents, °
He mentione  that Anglofanzines are imitations of Q and trat "he
Josan'y indulge any more." At the Cong, he was 80 incensed about sending money
FHANTASMAGORIA and not getiing a copy that he vented me te publish en Exposure
of Pickles in HYPHEN,
He even gets his drirpks mixed, FClarke with orangeads® iuda=d! I can
that Ving Clerke's orangesde is invariably fortifled with a large siug of
i, I have never tried the mixture myself, but he tells me it tastes like o
d of petrol and paregoric. (Chacun a =men gout.)

-



I reirain from comrenting on his strange preferenca of Imagination to
Galaxy, T wouNt say a word about Ted Tubb, Vinc Clarke, or Bert Campbell §all
con-comni ttee memters) being scattered around the bar whilst 2 conmittee meet-
ing was in progress in one corner. Why should I do all the work? If some other
Anglofan tries h.s hand at correctiony, maybe you could publish beth of our let~
wars and title i "Double Exposure",

Anyway, tha best ¥a- to judge the london Circle 18 to do the same as
Bea Mahaffey, Rit> Yrohne, ‘and Jesse Floyd did this year. Come over and see
for yourself, Yeir nsve: know, you might even like us as much &g they did.

Ever Thine

W3Al BALLARD == BLANC/HARD, NOKTH DAKOTA

Sam writes just like the big editor, doesn't he, Oddly I am not impressed,
SCIENCE FICTION PLUS may be the greatest thing put before a stfam, but as ons
of the potential sudience, they haven't convinced me that it is worth buying...
und since I get most of the stfmepgs, this sort of shows that at least ome
raader doesnit think SCIELCE FICTION PLUS is so good. It 1s a bit sad, but
instead of liking SCIENCE FICTION PLIS, or making me think I don't know enough
tbout stf to be realistic, Mosco' 1= letter only makes me feel rather sorry
for Sam, Reminds me of the <i. jok about the Negro who saw the tombstone
inscribed, "Not dead, just sleeping,” Sam, you aren't fooling amyone but
yourself, If a0t caring for SEIENCE FICTION PLUS is & sign of immaturity,
just call m: Somny. It also seems that Sam's "editorial content represents
1/3 of the eaccess factor®, cou.d be taken, by an immaturs fan, to sound like
an advance aiibi., Oh well, I am a mere cynical child,
s--m:—‘n"-.--“l‘ln-ﬁ..-mmﬂym—---l-m—--s- m EEm o
%, .....0n the wvhole I n’t recommend flu as a disses~ for fans,
From time immemarial we have been Lookin; for a pica little disease that is
just serious enough to keep us away from work, but not serious enough to
intarfere with the really imrortant aohvities of 1ife like reading selencs
fiction, writine, and looking out for the postmsn. Soms fans claimed *o hava
discovered wch a disease, They call it Siggwortts Disease and point out that
1% 1g the rat danrorous disease of all because it has absolutely no aymptoms!
You don'‘® -en know you have it and might go on living with it in ignorance
for eig .4y, maybe a hundred years. . . then piof; out yo» go like a light,
Horpifying., But though ocbwiously it must be jretty common it hasn't yet bean
racognized by our backwzrd medical authorities, and us (ans will just have te
continue looking among tneir existing stock, Dafinitely this flu thing won't
do.®

Walter A, Willis in NEBULA #3

SRR T T NS OF SR kg W S 0 e 6T W 50 T S 10 X R SELADLIN 39 0 1 LM 5 A T W B B TR N OF 6K SN AR S el 0N 25 v S 5E N B D e By el TT T O Sares I TD R M NN T oY T A

L4

N



FANZINES I REVIEW

Both beecause they would be too eutdated and because I haven'y

the ‘spa«>’ 50 pack around excess lugetage I limit this column to
recently racelived magaz'nes. For some reagon I just haven®t

bean receiving fanzines during the last coupde of weeks, I almost
left this sec$ion out of REVIEW completely this time but decided
to go ahead and review what I had on hande SOscé-»

. . .
JULCAN ™ #2 . 1 . -
PUBL I SHED %/ ALTERLY BY PETER GRAHAM, 138 LAIDLEY S1.,, SAN FRANCISCO
EOITORy 7 RY CARR, AME ADDRESS. 5@ CENTS PER Y[AR 15 CENTS PER
copy . - ; -
These boy;' are simply spreading themselves too thing Last issue I reriowed
OMEGA, They also have a cartoonzine called NONSENSE and a figmger in Bill
Knapheide®s old zine SEETEE, In addition they are trying to pub scveral
FAPAzines and; for all I know, may be doing the same in SAPS, They would
bte far better adv’ised to concentrate one one good FAPAzine and ope®subzine,
as it is) thf-"y are ispuing mattresses of inferior material with iga ed@ed
digadvsntage of" irdecipherability., Carr can do better, and'does in EIEY,
PEON, It stinds to reason that Graham could alsc, I don't know if Grakem
e2ad Carr have the idez this is how to'become really famcus 4in'fandeq or
what,  It7s"troe one can’t as feove the titls of #1 fan (providing onk wonits
that somewhat question=i .e uonor) without the super-actdwiiy” of apm L4 =
Rapp; ' Lee Hoffmen, or o Walt Willis, But while it® trus these’ Peop1ss
appear<® to ‘spew mxt varied zines in an epparently e"for’tlessig oy
clo3% examinstion of eny of their pubs®ill show coneiderable’ care 2nd v
detail and thet they never forgot that quality vwes more Importdi thsni”
quant;tyo With the exception of €arr's OMRGA I'hiiveni%d g@er azy” magszire™
for sdowe time which' was sucl a domplete wasta' of papser, " Ondy ivam in
this incie'whilh'wes really worgh the trouble of'printing’ was“Cagr’e’ ¥
oun "The’Gory Story of Two Magazines?®, ond of the eighd cccabions’ o *
ubich Carr'alname appecraion the cdontents psge, Greham®™ s’ sheen a having
four"asntribotions,; Apparently the ides is to fillaeup spa.ce,,~ fic’ mtber
o 1tmdaneo m,.cmﬁmsto L8" pageainallo ¥ 47
. “. P e
JFal 11 SY.TT! VOL, 8 NO, 10 SE(‘OND MAY 1953 iSSUE .
PUBLJISHED: TWICE A MONTH BY JM;F Vo TAURAS 137=02- 2‘\0 AV':.NUE

H,.USH!N_G 54 4 NEW YORK, 10 CENI-x. A COPY, 12 ESSUES FOR $1.00=

s -

The ndwnaine, Iittlo olse nesd be said, Ordinarily I woul d’n“t even bothar
rewiusing this magazine, 80 well known is it -endtso vall eetablirheio T.
doubt if &xy other fauzine 830 thoroughly gives readere their money's wev*&.s
or is a3 relisbig,  As Redd Poggs end Beb Jngksr havs var,,ous Wepoiated
out, . Teurasi. is goumetliing less than ideal inghis jourgailstia Pga\.tkces o
But lets faee it, despite occcasionrl lpdicrous pzssagas arg hlgily slanted
editorial{zing :111 what purports to be-straight nows x‘epg'tiz G xau::esl
doee do the thing he ssis out to do, Hs gets & the nNouB,....ne £oto it
firet, ard kig facts are probasbly more reliabla thun §n axny oﬂ:e; Tanzdan.g
With nsw magezines popping up like yabbita, Taurasi pﬁqaeata the neither
maex;:ected nor complotely unwelcem news thal the ti8¥%ad is raversing witi:
ﬁvon c ma® suspended and SPACE STORIES rumorsd f6ldeds OF coulnay, thero
srs U0 or thrés other ubw mdbs snnounced in thie same i=gue so &f 45 hexddy
vanishing bafore our gyes, I can think of two or three oiher maldzines®Iia
rethartees fold, an'* roadera of this wag !mow who I mean, but 1% really is
no grasd tregedy



PRO®S PROGSE

AMAZING STOFPIES AUGUST-SEPTEMBER

A well-lined pocketbook is not the advantage in the s=f field which it
once vas, There are too many well-lined ptcketboolis around now, 20 an
editor also needs knowshow, knowledge of the science-fiction field, and
parhaps even & littles integrity. With so many of the competing editors
w911=eq"ipped in these respectw our wistful detective-fan, Howerd Browme,
{5 at an obvious disadvantage, Let me hasten to add that the ntories in
this issue arfj for the'moat part smopthlywwitten and 'certainly itlwould
be unfair to % .~letaly blame the writers ‘who are rushing to cican'up in
the pr-:.2nt Julliah market for the fact that t.2y are ceompletely ipeon<
aequential and ideas which should have been lef. either to mature longaer
or completely umwritten, Only story worth remembermg is Henry Kuttner's
amusing little parsble "Dr Else®.

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION yJuLY

There is ar attractive Miller cover whoss meaning is not completely clear,
Inside we find.a sequal to one of science=fiction’s greatest stories "The
Double=Dyed Villainas®, Mr, Andersonfs "Enough Rope" is not one of sf's
greatest stories but it does servh as a pleasant addition to thd Poul
Anderson series of stories which look at moral principle’s from reveraed
angles with surprising results, fNote to any luterested publishers with
only alight rawrilting, usi:g "The 'DcublowDyed Villains® as the keystene
story and title, one could builZ these atories intc a closely-knig coherent
collectic  such ag "The Murtian Chronicles?, This saga of the Leagus Patrcl
would . 2ed %o include from ASF ®Genius", "The Helping Hand¥, "Un-=Man", and
"Enougl. Rope™ in addition to TDDVg "Tiger by the Tail® from PLANET;
"Inside Earth® from GALAXY; snd a lead nove’ette from one of del Resy's
magazines last winter, title of which I forget, I predict that such a
book would meet with outstanding eritical regaption.) There is also
another noveletta, being the umpty-umpth science=fiction story to bear

the title of ®Survival®. After the maatarly job John Wyndham did with

this title eeveral years age, I think all ether writers ahpuld give him
quit-olaim title to it, This im a well-thought out yarn but is written

by a new writer and shous it. One of the type stories which I alwgys will
regard es being typically 'ASF! shows up under the title "Solmtion Delayed®,
Very ...¢e,  Aad Hal Clement ends the dnllest ssria) ASF has run since
"Seetea Shook™, T found hias article lasrt issue on how he wrote the story

far more engrossing thani the story itsels., All :En gll; a somewhat better
than average lssue,

MAGAZIVE OF FAITASY AND SCIENCE PICTION  JULY

It is amazing jJust how dull this megezine can be at times wlthout glving oue
any positive faulis e criticise, (1 still don®t like the policy of so many
shorts,) Not one really memorable story although the Dick, Shecllsy, and
Bester stories vere 8ll quite enjoyable,

VEBULA SCIENCE FIGTION SUMNMER 19453 #3

Britain has four importapt magazinas, NEW WORLDS, SCIENCE FANT.SY, AUTHENTIC,
ard VEBULA and their importance lies in tha{ order with NUBULA dsfinitely
trailing slightly behind AUTHENTIC, Only NEW WORIDS can really be maid to
hold its cup with the American magazines {the better ones, that ix), This

is not because Britlish taste 1s poorer or British writers lans skillied, On



the contrayy many of our finest writers inciuding Eric Frank Russell, William
s Temple, J5%. M'Intosh, Arthur C, Clarke, A, Bartram Chandler, John Chris=
topher, *and F;C,Tubb (the latter an actifan who for some incomprehensible
reason has yet' to succeed in selling a story on this side of the Atldntic),
‘Instead, American supremacy can be seen to stem from that amnipresent and
' rather embarrassing fact of today's economic life that most of the money in
the world has gravitated to these shores, Ap a result, Ame)‘can editors can
‘~ad do sonsistently outbid the British editors for product of the best
British writsrs, To sch an extent that the ed'itor f NEBULA is doing a
great deal 'o” 3raggjng ‘about having secured the first Russell story to
appear in Er.LZd vithout first appearing in America since the end of
World war 1I; I'm told the editor of NEBULs i~ a_teen-dger (the first
since Hornigg I wonder?) and must admit his editorials sound like it,
It wonld alsc appear that he is a scion of a publishing company who is
being allowed to indulge a youthful passion for scienee-fiction, ‘which
does not bode well for NEBUlA®s futura, However, the third issue is a
decided improvement ofer previous ones, Tubb's'lead movelstta (the contents
page lébels it a novel) is one 1%d quickly snap up for reprint here," were I
en dmerican editor, Temple's "Limbo" however, is umyorthy of that fine
author, Temple seems t® be slipping lately although he canm still show
*the average writer a ‘fast pair of heels. There is one reprint of an Amerisan
story "The Beautifud Woman" (called "The Beautiful Psople® wnen it appearad
in IF last summer) by Caarlss F-aumont which was given a lengthy dissection
in the second issue of RE"iEx, It's still only a so=so story, The other
shorts are strictly fanzine level, NEBULA is interesting to the pefson who
likes to xeer track of everything new in the sf field, But if you ars just
startig to explore British sf; I'd suggest you try NEW WORLDS and SCIENCE -
FANTAS. first, . ‘
«  SCIENCE-FICTION PLUS = AUGUST ; ¢ by
This magsgins is already sbandongng its monthly schedule which would indicate
the prediotions of disaster vaiced by minc out of ten faps at ite birth are
airg aginning to be fulfilla?, It is a yery rare mafazine whigh achisvaos
_wide audomsement by end fails,’ It is a' far raper ahighean survive . «
thejpgmniversal tinndgsdown (ec far as Y know AMAZING %4s the obly ope whish*
eger voptiared sueh opposplion for leng), Editorsglike amyona elsw aget
§ercitive ajout “their products and hate to have™®o aseupt unting Tedgnehls,
8o a wyth §as grovn up that-a 'fan'.is some peciliar cn_da'.'tui? who shares®
uothing with tng average pepder in the way ofiddstes. (4s confivmation of
thie pequliar thesis editore always poinmt out what a tiny vergentsge of #Hair
tota¥ geaders fans sre, altbo anyons who expressas his opiniep 18 dnatently
shiftad from the classification 'gangral reader' to tha ciassificetien 9fan',
Thu® the oditors convaniently have mo wey whatsoever of arcertaloning’ the
wishes of this ‘general readar! whom they claim to be alanting their mages
zines toward.). Sem Moskowits was the firat bersan I knew of 2o Point otk
this meveral years ago, It Is interesting to' mote that, with”4Me exdepticn
of Howard Browme, no other editor in recent yoars ssei® to ba dmss Pble g ®
put the guidance of fandam to good use, The concltsion of their French -
geriel, appears in this issue snd Moskowits appears to bs riding a trend @
of rowriting sf classica, The Teaturs story by Simak ‘isx g rahasgh of ”
Liginlein®s "Universs™, a story that has already been sewriien Lyspooras
Zen than fr. Simak too many timesy whila Chad Oljver tries to tup Lefustor
in rewriting "Flrst Contaet®,. Needless to asay, Ched Oliver is po Muw
Leinster and this story bears about the smme relaticn to ®ffivst Contactis
that that SE PITS beers to the ASF of “ten years ago, But the magazine 4s
improwing, Yare 1t met for the serisl I would even GRassify it w8 superic
%0 OTHER WORLDS this tims sround, T

-



STARTLINCG: STORIES AUGUST

Well, STARTLTNG!s gone back to bi-monthly, whether for good or i{1l, Shorts
are the sub=Standard stuff welvs come to ass slate with Mines pecently altho
Ratigan’s "Never Tempt the Devil® is a mildly smuging rehash of the oft-retold
Faust theme, of which "The Devil and Daniel Webster™ iswmy cwn fayerite, perbzns
because it is the firast of these I read. However, the longer stories are seme=
thing else; The Novelat 15 by Sturgeen. The Sturgeon of ycre seams to have
vazishad, Itls baen a long tims since we'we had a stery that rated with every=
thing Ted used w produte. - Most of his present sutput is third-class, But
third=class St:r-%du is 5t113%|first claese fortasy so I'm Just ziad he’s back,
Sturgean seem* o have abandoned storytelling ir'or mysticlem recently, a tresd
I deplore ani thereis a bit too much of the latt:-r quality in "The Wages of
Synergy®™ a tale of an unbelievably fey femels, Sam Merwin’s ®House of Many
Worlds" was greatly overrated but still a thumping goed yarn on & story=velling
level, It's sequel “Journay *o Misenum” reteins ail the faults and virtues of
the earlier story, Merwin's stories alweys read ss if they nseded tobse gore
wver by a good editor. Apparently the only one which wams ever polished up
for its aprearance was "Judas Ram" which Merwin's friemnd, H.L.Gold, publishad
in an early GALAXY. ,Even though Marwin now has his own megazine again, thare
is an overabundance of Marwin yarns in Mines® magazines almost as bad as that
when Merwin himself vas at the helm and buying every half-baked piece he turmed
out. Practically every issue of Mines’ magasines this spring end summer seen
to have a Merwin piéce as tbeir “cad item, "Journey to Misenum®™ is the best
of the lot, And one good U irz sbout Merwin.....he's not apt to forget about
telling @ 8toY¥ocsecsit's the only talent he hes, He certainly is not a writer,

"ORTE", SCIENCE FICTION VOL 1 NO 1

When I first heard of it. I conmidered tia VIRTEX plan of printing mothing but
short-gharts about the most asinins ides of which I'd evar heard, The chief
dreuback to Bouchers magazine has alwgye bsen its tendency to clutter up itz
pages with a bunch of trivill ok precious shiorts rather than to build arcupd
peverel long and strong feature.stoiles, kéaping the few shorts equally strong
in suppe b, Hell, the idea wes bad and the.magasine 18 sbout what you'd expect,
appearing a full yeur efter originally planned, The tidie page and comer

both say 20'COMPLEIE STORIES in big/letters, Howsver it ian't as bad as 1t
night be since they aren't 811 ehort-shoris, (me of the tun Alfred Coppel *
stories runs % over 10,000 wordS,....& B.vclet in about apybody'a parlancs,
axcept possible John W, Camptsll, Person:1ly ¥ liked the Lastor del Rey and
Sylvia Jacobs sitortes best, .

RECQM §HDED SZORIES

EBough Rope
Freight

Journay to Migenum

Paul Andarson - ASF
E.C,Tubb & = NEBULA
San Merwin, Jr, = STARTLING

¢ &

The King®s Wiahes < Robert Shockley . =~ MOF&SF
Or Elss = Henry Kuttner = AMAZING
S@lution Dalsyed = Merk Llifton & = ASF

Alexx Apostolides
The Weges of Syneypy = Theodorye Sturgeon - STARTLING

TEY RIGHLY RECOMMENDED

nons



